
 

 

 

 

 
Reception Information- September 2020 

 

In this document you will find curriculum information for your child’s current 

year group. It includes information about the Early Years curriculum. We hope 

you find it useful. This is in place of the curriculum information evenings that we 

would usually hold in September.  

If you have any questions, please get in touch with your child’s class teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome to Reception 

Staff: 

 Mrs Parker- Class Teacher/Early Years Leader/Senior Leader 

 Miss Worsnop- Class Teacher supporting Mrs Parker 

 Miss Wynne- Teaching Assistant 

 Mrs Russam- Teaching Assistant- works in reception each morning to support with 

interventions 

 Mrs Horsman- HLTA, in Reception Wednesday and Friday mornings 

 

In Reception we follow the Early Years curriculum. For a better understanding of this and to 

see the Early Learning Goals (ELG), which are what Reception children are aiming to achieve 

by the end of the year, please look at these documents: 

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Development-Matters-FINAL-PRINT-

AMENDED.pdf 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_d

ata/file/596629/EYFS_STATUTORY_FRAMEWORK_2017.pdf 

Observations 

On-going observations of children participating in daily activities is the most reliable way of 

building up an accurate picture of what our children know, understand, feel, are interested in 

and can do. 

Observations are recorded onto Tapestry, which is our online learning journey system. We 

welcome parents/carers to contribute to these observations at home via Tapestry. This gives 

us a whole picture of the child and their developmental progress throughout their time in 

Reception. 

Daily routine 

Daily routines can change throughout the year; however, they usually look like this. 

Mornings- Phonics, Maths, 1:1 readers, snack time and choosing time 

Afternoons- English based tasks, crafts, choosing time, yoga, snack time 

In addition to this, on a Friday morning the children will have a PE and a Music lesson. 

On a Tuesday and Friday afternoon, the children will join in with the school assemblies.  
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Reading in Reception 

In Reception we quickly start teaching daily phonics lessons to equip the children with the 

early reading and writing skills that the children require. Children are assessed regularly and 

are grouped accordingly.  

We introduce the letter sounds by listening to the letter songs on Jolly Phonics and follow the 

Letters and Sounds document. A great website to support phonics games is Phonics Play. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euxN7LGOoLc&t=247s 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/ 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

In phonics we learn the letter names and sounds. Early on, we encourage the children to start 

blending sounds together to read simple cvc words. 

We encourage you to share a range of fiction and nonfiction books at home. We actively 

encourage the children to read for pleasure and the Weetwood reading spine supports this. 

We hope that every child by the end of Reception will have read and enjoyed each of these 

books. 

 

 

In Reception we also have lessons that focus on the RIC approach to reading. 

Retrieval- Using the pictures/text to find answers to questions. 

Inference- Using the clues in the pictures/text to answer questions about characters’ 

thoughts, feelings and exploring vocabulary. 

Early Learning Goal- Reading- Children read and understand simple sentences. They use 

phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read 

some common irregular words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with others 

about what they have read. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euxN7LGOoLc&t=247s
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Writing in Reception 

Writing can only begin when a child has developed their gross and fine motor skills. Our 

outside space and plentiful resources allow us to develop these key skills. Once a child had 

developed those ever important fine motor skills, then their writing journey can begin. 

We encourage the children to write in all areas of the provision, from writing with mud and 

sticks in the muddy kitchen, to writing shopping lists in the home corner. 

In phonics we support the children to segment the sounds in cvc words to begin with and 

move on to writing captions and then sentences by the end of the year. 

To support correct letter formation, we follow the Ruth Miskin handwriting rhymes. 

 

Each year group in school has ‘Word walls’ these are banks of words that the children are to 

learn to read from sight and to write from memory. These are the ones for Reception 

children. We learn these in our daily phonics lessons. 



 

 

Early Learning Goal- Writing- Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways 

which match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write 

simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly 

and others are phonetically plausible. 

 

Maths in Reception 

Maths in Reception is kept interactive and practical. We focus on counting, addition, 

subtraction, halving, sharing and doubling as well as shape, space and measure. 

We encourage children to apply their maths skills throughout their play and we will observe 

the children in their favoured areas or provision and introduce these maths skills in a play 

based way. 

We do not follow a specific scheme of work but we do take a strand of the maths curriculum 

e.g. halving and spend a week completely focusing on it before moving on to a new topic.  

The children enjoy using many items to help sort and work out their number problems. 

Numicon is a great visual tool to use in maths to support quantity recognition. 

 

Numberblocks is a great resource to use at home, as are counting songs and videos that can 

easily be found on youtube. 



 

Early Learning Goal- Number- Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place 

them in order and say which number is one more or one less than a given number. Using 

quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back 

to find the answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing. 

Early Learning Goal- Shape, space and measure- Children use everyday language to talk about 

size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects 

and to solve problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore 

characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe 

them. 

 

Homework 

In Reception the children’s weekly homework is to read their school reading book at home. 

On top of this I will send home homework on an as and when basic, when it fits in with what 

we are covering at school. 

I will also send home at the end of each half term any letter sounds/tricky words that your 

child perhaps needs some extra support with. 

Homework will always be posted onto Class Dojo, so please keep checking this. 

 

External agencies 

At Weetwood we strive to give the children a well-rounded curriculum and this need can be 

met by providing external agencies to come into school to work with the children. 

We have a private Speech and Language Therapist through Chatterbugs who support children 

throughout school with their Speech and language needs. 



As a school we value the importance of the children’s mental health and wellbeing. We are 

fortunate to have an Art Therapist who comes into school once a week to provide tailored 

programmes for children who would benefit from the Art Therapy. 

We have a fantastic music provision provided by the company ‘Made with music’. These 

talented musicians work with classes from Nursery up to Year 6.  

We also enjoy taking the children out of school on school trips throughout the year, however 

with current restrictions we are unable to do this. We hope to bring these back into the 

curriculum once guidelines change. 

 

If you have any questions, you can always contact me via Class Dojo. 

Thank you 

Mrs Parker 

 

 

 

 

 


