
Year 5 Curriculum Map 2019.20 
 

Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Spring 3 Spring 4 
Theme Conflict Restless Earth Victorians 

Curriculum 
Link 

History Geography History 

Breadth  How does conflict affect people’s lives? How can we look after the earth? What was life like in Victorian Leeds? 

Core Text (s) 

   
  

  
  

 

  



The Journey by Francesca 
Sanna 
The Matchbox Diaryby Paul 
Fleischmann 

The Arrival by Shaun Tan 
Oranges In No-Man’s Land 
by Elizabeth Laird 

Greenling by Levi Pinfold 
 
The Promise by Nicola 
Davies 

Wolves in the Walls by Neil 
Gaiman 
Wall-E Disney Pixar film. 

Oliver Twist - Charles 
Dickens 

Fair’s Fair by Leon Garfield 
Street Child - Berlie 
Doherty 

Hook/ 
Memorable 
Experience 

What can you put in your 
matchbox? 

Children handle original 
WW1 artefacts at the 
Discovery Centre 

Pavla Beier - Drama Children visit Veolia Waste 
Management Centre 

Children solve the murder 
mystery at Abbey House 
Museum 

 

Visits and 
visitors 

 Peace Museum 
 
Discovery Centre - object-
led learning 
Royal Armouries - WW1 
Gallery. 

 Veolia Waste Management 
Site, Leeds. 

Abbey House Museum 
Victorian Murder Mystery 

 

Community 
Links 

  James Nash: Poet 
Headingley Literature Festival 

  

English Refugee Poetry 
Description of the storm 
Letter of apology: characters’ viewpoints 
The Matchbox Diary and The Arrival: How Do They Compare? 
Ayesha’s Diary 
Poetry: City of War-Beirut 
 

Drama focus with Pavla 
Beier 
Writing: persuasive letter 
We must keep the baby! 
Newspaper report: Train 
Stopped on Tracks! 

Wall-E setting descriptions 
of planet Earth 
Letter to persuade 
someone to plant acorns 
Personification poetry 
Yes, You Can Save the 
Planet! Persuasive article 

Character study of Jim 
Playscript: Oliver Twist 
Setting descriptions 
Victorian Orphan stories,  
 

Maths Place Value: up to 1,000,000 
Addition and 
Subtraction: whole 
numbers using the 
column method up to 4 
digits checking with the 
inverse operation 
Statistics 
Read and interpret line 
graphs, two way tables and 
timetables 
Multiplication and 
division Multiply and 
divide whole numbers by 
10, 100 and 
1000. Identify multiples and 

Statistics 
Read, interpret and 
problem solve with 
line graphs. 
Read and interpret 
tables and 
timetables. 

 
Perimeter and Area 
Measure and 
calculate the 
perimeter and area 
of composite 
rectilinear 
shapes in cm and m, 
cm2 and m2 

Multiplication and 
Division Multiply and 
divide up to 4 digits 
by a 1 or 2 digit 
number using long 
multiplication and 
short division 
Fractions 
Compare and order 
fractions Identify, 
name and write 
equivalent fractions 
Recognise mixed 
numbers and improper 
fractions 
Add and subtract 

Fractions 
Multiply proper 
fractions and mixed 
numbers by whole 
numbers. 
Decimals and 
Percentages Read, 
write, order and 
compare numbers with 
up to three decimal 
places. 

Decimals 
Solve problems 
involving number up 
to three decimal 
places. Multiply and 
divide whole numbers 
and those 
involving decimals by 10, 
100 
and 1000 
Properties of Shape 
Measure angles in 
degrees with a 
protractor 
Calculate angles and 
lengths of regular and 

Position and 
Direction Reflection 
and translation with 
coordinates 
Measurement: 
Converting Units 
Convert between 
different units of 
metric and imperial 
measure 
Measurement: 
Volume Compare 
and estimate 
volume and 
capacity 



factors, including finding all 
factor pairs of a number, 
and common factors of two 
numbers. 
 

fractions with the 
same denominator and 
denominators that are 
multiples of the same 
number. 

irregular polygons 

Science Materials and their properties 
Learn: Different materials and their properties. 
Sort and classify objects according to their properties. 
 
 

Earth and Space 
Learn: 
Overview of Earth and its 
place in the overview.  

Forces 
Learn: 
Balanced and unbalanced 
forces. 
Use mechanisms such as 
gears, levers and pulleys.  
About Isaac Newton and 
his discovery of gravity.  

Living things in their 
habitat.  
Learn: Reproduction and 
life cycle of plant, 
mammals and amphibians.  
Reproduction in plants.  
Life cycles of different 
mammals. 

Animals including humans 
Learn: 
Changes that humans 
experience through to old 
age 
Puberty as children move 
in to adulthood. 
Life cycle of humans. 

Writing focus: Lab report Non-chronological report Biography Information text Persuasion 

Investigative 
science: 

Best thermal insulators 
Best electrical conductors 
Explore dissolving, identifying variables. 
Separating materials 
Investigate making new materials, carbon dioxide and casein 
plastic.  
 

How does the moon 
move? 
Investigation the 
relationship between the 
Earth, sun and moon.  

Air resistance and water 
resistance.  

Cloning plants from parent 
plants.  

Life expectancy in humans 
and animals. 

DT Structures 
Children will design, make and 
evaluate a freestanding, frame 
structure. They will develop 
joining techniques and 
investigate ways to strengthen 
their structure 

 

 Food 
Children will investigate 
the seasonality of foods. 
They will look at where 
food comes from, then 
design, make and evaluate 
their own bread 
 

 

 Electrical systems 
Children will create an 

electrical system to make 
light, movement and 

noise. They will 
incorporate a push to 

make switch, then design, 
make and evaluate a 
product using these 

features.  

 



 

Art Drawing 
Children will draw a variety of 
objects. They will learn how to 

add perspective to their 
drawings and other techniques 

such as movement and 
shadow. They will draw with an 

alternative media such as 

charcoal 

Class Art Linked to Topic: 

 Propaganda 
posters 

 Heroes or 
Villains? 
Portraits 
(sketches to 
using water 
colours.) 

 Silhouettes of 
the 
battleground 

Textiles 
Children will continue to 

develop a range of sewing 
techniques including 

running stitch, back stich 
over stitch and cross stich.  
 

Class Art linked to Topic: Printing 
Children will explore a 

range of printing 
techniques including roller 

and press printing. They 
will use materials such as 
polystyrene and lino to 
create accurate printing 

patterns. 

Class Art linked to topic: 
Victorian samplers-sewing 
Victorian baking: jam tarts, 
gingerbread men, biscuits 
and ice cream. 

History WW1 and its causes, what it was like to be a soldier in WW1? 
What was trench warfare like and why was it used? How was 
propaganda used during the war? What was it like to be in the 
Battle of the Somme? What is the truth of the Christmas 
Truce? What can we learn about the war from objects left 
behind? 
Postcard from the training camps 
Life in The Trenches Information Leaflet 

 Who were they? When did Victoria rule? What was life 
like? Victorian children,  
Victorian jobs and child labour, the railway and growth of 
towns, the reform act, population boom, leisure time, 
Victorian schools. 
Advertisements for a Chimney Sweep 
Biographies: Famous Victorians 

Geography   What is the structure of the earth? What is continental 
drift? What happens when tectonic plate move? How are 
earthquakes measured? What is the impact of an 
earthquakes on a community? How can we earthquake-
proof cities? Why do people live in earthquake and 
volcanic zones? 
News report on the 2015 Indonesian Tsunami 
Earthquake Survival Leaflet 
 

  



Computing We are game developers: 
developing an interactive 
game 
 
-Create original artwork and 
sound for a game. 
-Detect and correct errors in 
their computer game.  

We are cryptographers: 
cracking codes 
 
 
-Investigate semaphores 
and Morse code.  
-encrypt and decrypt 
messages in simple 
ciphers.  

We are artists: Fusing 
geometry and art  
 
 
-Become familiar with 
tools and techniques of 
graphic packages.  
-Develop an understanding 
of turtle graphs. 

We are web developers: 
creating websites about 
cyber safety. 
 
- Develop their research 
skills to decide what 
information is appropriate.  

We are bloggers: sharing 
experiences and opinions.  
 
 
-Become familiar with 
blogs as a medium and a 
genre of writing.  

 

We are architects: 
creating a virtual space. 
 
 
-Develop familiarity with a 
simple CAD (computer 
aided design) tool. 

E Safety Spam!  

Use technology safely, 
respectfully and responsibly; 
recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range of 
ways to report concerns about 
content and contact in the 
context of identifying and 
avoiding spam emails.  
To identify spam emails and 
what to do with them.  

Sites to Cite  

Use technology safely, 
respectfully and 
responsibly; recognise 
acceptable/ unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range 
of ways to report concerns 
about content and contact 
in the context of citing the 
work of others.  
To write citations for the 
websites I use for 
research.  
 

Powerful Passwords  

Use technology safely, 
respectfully and 
responsibly; recognise 
acceptable/ unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range 
of ways to report concerns 
about content and contact 
in the context of following 
rules to help create strong 
passwords.  
To create strong 
passwords.  
 

False Photography  

Use search technologies 
effectively, appreciate how 
results are selected and 
ranked, and be discerning 
in evaluating digital 
content in the context of 
finding out how photos 
can be altered and 
presented as reality online.  
To recognise when, why 
and how photographs we 
see online may have been 
edited.  
 

Online Safety Story 
Planning  

Use technology safely, 
respectfully and 
responsibly; recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range 
of ways to report concerns 
about content and contact 
in the context of planning 
a story about the 
consequences of not 
following online safety 
rules.  
To apply online safety 
rules to real-life scenarios.  

 

Online Safety Comics  

Use technology safely, 
respectfully and 
responsibly; recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range 
of ways to report concerns 
about content and contact 
in the context of creating a 
comic strip about the 
consequences of not 
following online safety 
rules.  
To apply online safety 
rules to real-life scenarios.  

 

Music Songs of WW1 and Christmas Carols and festive songs. 
 
Christmas & Made with Music *To perform using voice: 
 
To perform using voice: 
Hold a part within a round, singing or playing expressively and 
in tune.  
Sing or play with confidence, performing solos or be part of an 
ensemble. 
Sing with controlled breathing and play an instrument fluently 
and skilfully. 

Percussion: Extreme Earth  
 
Made with Music 
To begin to play an instrument (the ukulele) fluently 
and skilfully 
To begin to use and understanding of staff and other 
musical notations. 
Musical Activities: 
Create songs with verses and a chorus and select 
elements for a piece in order to gain effect. 
Create musical improvisations using voice and 
instruments. 
Digital technology to compose, edit and refine pieces of 
music. 
Use and understand staff and other musical notations. 

Victorian music hall songs/ Songs from Lionel Bart’s 
Oliver! 
Made with Music 
*To perform using voice: 
Listen and Appraise 
Choose from a range of musical vocabulary to describe 
music: pitch, tempo, solo, rounds, lyrics, melody etc. 
Develop an understanding of the history of music, looking 
at great composers and musicians. 
To perform using voice: 
Hold a part within a round, singing or playing expressively 
and in tune.  
Sing or play with confidence, performing solos or be part 
of an ensemble. 
Sing with controlled breathing and play an instrument 
fluently and skilfully. 
 



PE and 
Sport 

Football 
Children improve skills and 
tactics of football and play in 
small sided class games. 
 
Children can dribble 
confidently showing changes of 
speed and direction. 
 
Cross country 
Children begin to run distances 
over 1k leading to a class race. 
 

Gymnastics – Symmetry 
Children explore making 
and travelling in 
symmetrical shapes using 
large apparatus including 
the apparatus frame. 
 
Children plan and perform 
a sequence with control 
and precision showing 
variation in shape, level 
and direction. 
 
Children demonstrate safe 
handling of equipment and 
safe practice of themselves 
and others. 
 
Netball/ Bench ball 
Children learn the 4 main 
passes in netball and the 
passing, attacking and 
defending rules of High 5.    
Children play simplified 
small sided games of Hi 5 
and are introduced to 
ideas of areas of play. 
 
Children learn and play 
different versions of 
benchball and play class 
tournaments. 
 
Dance day at Beckett 
Children explore dance 
ideas through a workshop 
at Beckett University 

Cricket input from Chance 
to Shine  
Children are introduced to 
cricket skills and small 
sided games. 
 
Children play in simple 
cricket type striking and 
fielding games and 
develop an awareness of 
tactics and knowledge of 
rules and scoring. 
 

Multiskills focus on 
throwing and catching - 
Children explore and 
devise team games which 
improve their throwing 
and catching using small 
equipment. 
 
Children can devise an 
appropriate warm up 
specific to their activity.   
 
  
Gymnastics -  skills taking 
weight on hands  
Children improve a range 
of rolls, jumps and 
balances and explore 
moves which take weight 
on the hands. 
 
 

Athletics 
Children improve sprinting, 
jumping and throwing 
skills including using a 
foam javelin, standing start 
for running and 3 spring 
jump. 
 
Children analyse selected 
skills and suggest ways to 
improve quality of 
performance. 
 
Dance - American Line 
dance 
Children perform and 
create movement 
sequences in a variety of 
dance styles. 
 

Mini Tennis  
Children develop tennis 
skills and play simplified 
mini tennis type games in a 
class tournament. 
 
 
Hopak/ Native American 
dance 
Children explore 
contrasting cultural dance 
styles and use a range of 
compositional skills in their 
dance ideas including an 
awareness of audience 



RE What do Christians believe about the old and new covenants? 
 

 Moses: diary entry 
 

 Reflect on how Christianity is one of the Abrahamic 

faiths along with Judaism and Islam, considering 

some similarities and differences between these 

world faiths.  

 Explore the narratives about Moses, the Ten 

Commandments, the Kingdom, including David, 

and Jesus making connections between stories and 

the idea of a covenant between God and the 

people. 

 Reflect on and find meanings in different titles 
used by and of Jesus, such as Son of Man, 
incarnate, Servant, Rabbi, Messiah, Christ, ‘I am’  
statements. 

Why are some places and journeys special? 
 
Persuasive leaflet to visit pilgrimage sites 
 

 Identify and explain features of some special places 

and journeys 

 Suggest reasons why special places and journeys 

inspire people 

 Investigate places of pilgrimage and reflect on the 
challenges involved in the journey 

Should we forgive others? 
 
Stephen Lawrence: 
Biography 

 Show understanding 

of some reasons 

people might feel 

sorry. 

 Show understanding 

of some reasons why 

it is hard to ‘make up’ 

or apologise in a 

conflict. 

 Respond clearly with 

their own ideas 

about importance of 

confession to 

Christians. 

 Describe how some 

modern individuals 

have faced the 

challenge of 

forgiveness. 

 

What values are shown in 
codes for living? 
 

 Make connections 

between morals and 

values found in 

religious teachings 

and everyday life. 

 Identify and explain 

similarities and 

differences between 

Humanist, Muslim 

and Christian values  

 Investigate and apply 

ideas about values 

and how people 

choose to live their 

lives. 

Discuss and give examples 
of right and wrong, love, 
forgiveness, truth, 
consequences and honesty 

PSHE 
Dealing with feelings 

Borrowing and earning 
money 

Stereotypes, 
discrimination and 

prejudice 
Different influences When things go wrong In the media 

Mindmate 
Feeling good and being me. Friends and family Life Changes Strong Emotions 

Being the same and being 
different.  

Solving problems 

French Family and Friends 
 

In this unit, your class will apply 
previous skills and knowledge 
of topic areas such as animals, 

homes and family to extend 
their conversation abilities. 

They will expand their 

All about Ourselves 
 

In this All About Ourselves 
unit, your class will apply 

previous knowledge of 
topic areas such as clothes 
and the body, developing 

their vocabulary at the 

School Life 
 

This ‘School Life’ unit will 
teach your class key 

vocabulary related to 
objects, subjects and 

prepositional language. 
There is a Maths lesson 

Getting to know you 
 

In the unit, the class will 
apply previous skills and 
knowledge of topic areas 
such as spelling and jobs 

and they will have chance 

Time Travelling 
 

In this unit, your class will 
apply previous skills and 
knowledge of topic areas 

such as numbers and 
dates, extending this to 
talk about key events in 

That’s tasty 
 

The children will learn key 
vocabulary linked to food 

and drink. They learn 
specific vocabulary to ask 
for a drink they like, what 

they like to eat and snacks. 



vocabulary and consolidate 
their understanding of 

descriptive language, including 
subjective descriptions. They 

will learn how French 
adjectives must ‘agree’ with 
the noun they describe, in 

relation to both number and 
gender. They will find out more 

about possessive adjectives 
and explain a family network in 

detail. 

same time. They will learn 
to describe their own 
appearance and are 

introduced to some key 
grammatical features of 

French, such as the 
position of adjectives. They 

have the opportunity to 
talk about their emotions 

and health, increasing their 
conversational skills. 

which teaches the children 
the names of 2D shapes. In 
the last two lessons in the 

Unit, children will learn 
questions and answers 

which they would use at 
school. They will learn key 
phrases connected to the 

themes. 

to recap their knowledge 
of Year 3 and 4. 

They will learn to express 
their emotions and talk 
about the future, using 
two different tenses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

French history. They will 
be introduced to one of 

the common past tenses in 
the French language, 

learning to give dates of 
birth/death for famous 

French people and begin 
to use grammatical terms 

such as conjugation, 
auxiliary and infinitive 

verb. They will improve 
their inter-cultural 

understanding in a cross-
curricular way. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 


