
 

 

 

 

  

               

 Our Vision 

At Weetwood our curriculum is based upon high quality texts that have been carefully selected to engage 
and inspire our pupils. Each half term, pupils will be introduced to a new text and topic. Our learning across 
the curriculum links to the topic ensuring a broad and balanced approach to teaching and learning 
developing reading, writing and oracy skills. 

Teaching and Learning in English 

Each year, pupils will explore and deepen their knowledge of the features of narrative writing, poetry and 
non-fiction text types. We are rigorous in the teaching of grammar and punctuation, ensuring that the 
pupil’s skills are developed and embedded appropriately according to the genre. Emphasis is placed on the 
importance of the reader and the pupils are taught to carefully consider the purpose and audience for their 
writing.  

As an Artsmark school, drama is a prominent feature throughout our curriculum and we work with an 
external drama provider to ensure that pupils are provided with high quality experiences to base their 
writing upon and we monitor the impact this is having on pupils, particularly within their writing.  

We teach handwriting throughout the school in discrete handwriting sessions and the pupils are able to 
use a pen as soon as they demonstrate the expected fluency and control. 
 
At Weetwood reading for pleasure is a priority. We closely monitor the texts pupils are reading at home 
and often recommend texts to pupils when needed, this is further supported by the use of The Weetwood 
Reading Spine. We have a newly refurbished library that pupils visit weekly and can borrow books from.  
We teach reading daily, using a whole class model from Year 2 upwards. In these sessions, the emphasis is 
placed on the dialogue between pupils and teacher. Carefully planned questioning using the RIC (retrieval, 
inference and choice) approach helps pupils explore the text and key vocabulary to develop their 
comprehension skills. Pupils are encouraged to think critically, discuss, debate and explain their opinions. 
In these sessions pupils also have the opportunity to apply the essential skills of predicting, clarifying, 
questioning and answering. 

Phonics is taught in differentiated groups from Nursery up to Year 2. During Year 2, most pupils move on to 
a spelling programme which incorporates phase six of ‘Letters and Sounds’. Pupils who still require phonics 
input access the differentiated groups in Year 1. The explicit teaching of phonics is supported in Reception 
and Year 1 by a carousel based approach where pupils access a range of reading activities in small groups 
developing fluency and comprehension skills, which prepare them for the RIC approach. 

 

English at Weetwood 

I think it’s the books that you 
read when you’re young that 

live with you forever. 

J.K. Rowling 


