
 

Year 3 Curriculum Information 

September 2020 

In this document you will find curriculum information for your child's 
current year group. It includes information about reading, writing and  
Maths that the children will be taught this year. We hope you find it useful. 
This is in place of the curriculum information evenings we would normal 
hold in September. 

If you have any questions or would like a copy of any of the documents, 
please get in touch with your child's class teacher. 

Maths in Year 3 

• Maths will be taught every day. 

• We follow the White Rose maths schemes. 

• We will be adapting our maths teaching this year to 
ensure that any gaps in learning from the previous year 
group are addressed. 



Mastery — Deepening an understandinq of mathematics 

Our teaching and learning will be based around a mastery 
approach and will consist of three elements. 

 Fluency 

• Problem solving — Applying the skills that they have 
learnt. 

• Reasoning — Children explaining how they arrived at 
an answer. 

Maths homework will be set weekly via Google 

Classroom. Please submit all work via the platform 

and do not return paper copies to school. 

 

 

 

 

 



The following pages show how the four operations 
will be taught in Year 3. 

Addition  
By the end of Year 3 children should be able to: 

 add and subtract numbers mentally, including: 

 a three-digit number and 1s 

 a three-digit number and 10s 

 a three-digit number and 100s 

 add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal written methods of columnar addition and subtraction 

 estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers 

 solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value, and more complex addition 

and subtraction 

Key Vocabulary: 
Add, more, and, make, altogether, total, equals, plus, sum, addition, combined, partition, count on, tens boundary, Column 

addition  

The expanded column method leads children on to the compact column method. It should be taught using 

base ten apparatus and it is important that children can do this practically before they start to record their 

method.  e.g. 47 + 38 = 85 

        
     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Subtraction 
By the end of Year 3 children should be able to: 
 add and subtract numbers mentally, including: 

 a three-digit number and 1s 

 a three-digit number and 10s 

 a three-digit number and 100s 

 add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal written methods of columnar addition and 

subtraction 

 estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers 

 solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value, and more complex 

addition and subtraction 

Key Vocabulary: 

Take, take away, fewer than, how many left, minus, reduce, equals, partition, difference between, count back, less 

than, difference, subtract, tens, ones, column subtraction 

Stage 3 - Expanded column method 

NB: Children should be taught to use expanded column method with no exchange first. This is to ensure children understand the 

format of the method.  

 

 



  

Multiplication 

By the end of Year 3 children should be able to: 

 recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables 

 write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division using the 

multiplication tables that they know, including for two-digit numbers times one-digit numbers, 

using mental and progressing to formal written methods 

 solve problems, including missing number problems, involving multiplication and division, 

including positive integer scaling problems and correspondence problems in which n objects 

are connected to m objects 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Groups of, lots of, altogether, equals, count, repeated addition, sets of, row, column, multiply, times, 

as, array, product, multiple 
 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Division 

By the end of Year 3 children should be able to: 

 recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables 

 write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division using the multiplication tables 

that they know, including for two-digit numbers times one-digit numbers, using mental and progressing to 

formal written methods 

 solve problems, including missing number problems, involving multiplication and division, including 

positive integer scaling problems and correspondence problems in which n objects are connected to m 

objects 

Key Vocabulary: 

Share, share equally, one each, two each, group, groups of, lots of, half, array, divide, division, fraction, inverse, 

remainder, equally grouped, divided by, shared by 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading in Year 3 

 Guided Reading will be taught daily. 
 Guided Reading will involve reading as a whole class at the 

beginning of the week. The text will be shared and discussed in 
preparation for activities based on it throughout the week. 
Unfamiliar vocabulary will be identified and discussed.  

 Retrieval of facts, vocabulary activities and interpreting facts and 
character’s thought and feelings will be focused on during the week. 

 Home reading books will be sent home on a Friday and will need to 
be returned on a Tuesday. This gap will allow the books to be 
quarantined. Please make sure books are returned on the correct day. 

Retrieval — Using the text to find answers to questions. 

Inference — Using clues in the text to answer questions about characters thoughts 
and feelings and exploring vocabulary. 

Vocabulary – Reading unfamiliar words in a context and working out the 
meaning of the word/phrase.  

At home you can help with fluency by re-reading a text. By re-reading the 
same text it helps children understand what it feels like to be a fluent 
reader.  

 

Year 3 Reading Objectives: 

 
 



Reading for Pleasure 

It is really important that as well as reading fluently children need to 
develop reading for pleasure. As a school, it is going to be difficult for us 
to monitor this and offer children the wide range of texts we normally 
would. Children will not be able to bring in books from home but, if they 
have read a book at home please record this in the yellow reading record. 
This will help me to monitor what the children are reading. It would also 
be great if when you read a good book you could take a picture of it and 
send it to me on Dojo. This will create an opportunity for talking about 
books and will hopefully lead to children recommending books to each 
other, being more motivated and reading for pleasure. Please see the 
Reading Spine list below for ideas of books to read for pleasure.  
 
 



 
 
 
 

 



Question starters to use when reading with children. 

 
 Questions (linked to reading domains) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2a Give/explain the meaning of words in context 

Which word in the text describes what xxx is like? 

What does the word xxx mean in this sentence? 

Find and copy one/two words which describe/means?  

In the sentence the word xxx is closest in meaning to (examples given) 

What does word/phrase mean? 

2b Retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction 

Retrieval Questions:- 

What, Who, Where, When, Why?, How much/many? 

Using information from the text, decide if the following statements are true or false? 

2c Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph 

Number the sentences below from 1 to 4 to show the order they happen in the story 

What happened before or after something?......... 

What happens first in the story? 

2d Make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text 

Find a word that shows that………………. 

How do you think someone is feeling/felt at a point in the story?   Why did he feel that way? 

Why did something happen? 

Why did someone do something? 

Why did someone think something? 

Why did someone describe something as ………………..? 

How do you know that xxx was …………….? 

How did xxx feel when …something happened? 

Using info from the text, tick one box in each row to show whether each statement is a fact or an 

opinion 

Why did…..something happen? Why did…someone do something? 

2e Predict what might happen from details stated and implied 

How do you think this story will develop? 

What do you think will happen next?  Why do you think that/What are the clues? 

2f Identify/explain how information is related and contributes to meaning as a whole 

How does the title encourage you to read on? 

In what ways do the illustrations support the text? 

2g Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases 

What does the word x tell you about y? 

What effect has the author created by writing a particular line this way?  The writer uses words like 

xxx. How does this make you feel? 

2h Make comparisons within the text 

Which text is better and why? Describe different character’s reactions to the same event 

Why has information been organized differently in different parts of the text? 

What is similar/different about two characters? 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Writinq in Year 3 

 Throughout Year 3 the children will be writing in a variety of different 
genres, including stories, descriptions, non-chronological reports, 
instructions, newspaper reports, explanations, adverts, poetry, diary 
entries, recounts and biographies. 

 The children will be encouraged to proof read their work and try to find 
their own spelling or punctuation errors. 

 The children will be encouraged to attempt to spell unfamiliar words and 
use their word wall words to help spell the common exception words. 
(see attached Word Wall sheets) 

 We will begin the year by practicing spelling words from the year 2 word 
wall to recap. 

 The children will learn new spelling patterns and spelling rules alongside 
consolidating their phonic knowledge. 

 The children will normally write every day. Sometimes this will be 
independent, sometimes shared writing and sometimes the work will be 
based on whiteboards. 

 We will continue to use cursive letters. We will practise the letters 
individually first and then begin to join. 

Letter Formation Handwriting Sheet with Rhymes 

 

 

  



Year 3 Writing Assesment Grid 

 
  



Year 3 WordWall

 



 

 

Swimming in Year 3 
As I am sure you are aware, the children have swimming lessons in year 3. Swimming and 

water safety are part of the Primary National Curriculum. The school uses the swimming 

pool at Leeds Beckett University.  Obviously, due to COVID restrictions, we are unable to 

attend swimming lessons at the moment. Hopefully, we will be able to begin this in January 

and I will update you about this nearer the time.   

 


